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GOVERNOR PATRICK BREAKS GROUND ON
RIVERFRONT DRIVE PROJECT IN ATTLEBORO
MassWorks Grant Increases Access to Attleboro Intermodal
Transit Center, Supports Additional Retail and Commercial
Development Areas
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ATTLEBORO – Tuesday, July 29, 2014 – Governor Deval Patrick today joined local
officials to break ground on the Riverfront Drive Project in Attleboro. The public
infrastructure project will support the construction of Riverfront Drive, a new
roadway that will provide a critical connection to the Greater Attleboro Regional
Transit Authority (GARTA) Intermodal Center. It will also unlock several
development-ready lots suitable for the construction of over 250 multi-family
residential housing units and approximately 20,000 square feet of commercial space,
making the area more attractive for current and future residents.
"When we partner with cities and towns by investing in local infrastructure, we
support economic growth and we strengthen communities where residents can live,
work and play,” said Governor Patrick. “Through this funding, we are paving the way
for future opportunities that will advance economic development in Attleboro and
help build a brighter future for the Commonwealth."
In 2013, Governor Patrick announced over $3.9 million in funding for the city of
Attleboro through the MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Program to support
revitalization of Attleboro’s downtown area and Riverfront Drive, the 1,930 foot
roadway that will connect Wall Street with Olive Street. In addition to unlocking new
development parcels, the MassWorks project directly supports Renaissance Station, a
mixed-use 80-unit development project. The project utilizes $11.25 million in private
investment and is expected to be completed in the spring of 2015. Riverfront Drive is
one of several ongoing projects being carried out to support the city as they
redevelop their downtown commercial district into a revitalized transit-oriented
“urban village.”
“From spurring investment in the local economy to improving commutes across the
region, the Riverfront Drive Project is another step forward in the revitalization of
Attleboro’s downtown,” said Congressman Joe Kennedy. “By increasing access to the
Intermodal Center and opening the door to multi-purpose development, Riverfront
Drive will not only offer new transportation options to those currently living in the
city, but will attract new residents as well. I commend all of those who have
supported the Riverfront Drive Project and look forward to continued partnership
around Attleboro’s economic development.”
Opened in 2013 and supported by key investments from the Patrick Administration,
the GARTA Intermodal Center provides easily accessible transportation options for
residents of Attleboro and its surrounding communities and promotes the larger goal
of increased transit-oriented development in the area. The Intermodal Center project
included the redevelopment of abandoned properties surrounding the site, improved
access to transit parking and the busway, design and construction of a new busway,
shelter and associated amenities to enhance customer connection between rail and
local GATRA bus service and the construction of approximately 100 MBTA commuter
parking spaces to replace those impacted by the new GATRA bus facility.
“By investing in infrastructure projects, we’re creating a better Commonwealth for
the next generation,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg
Bialecki. “I look forward to our ongoing partnerships with municipalities across the
state to promote continued growth in every region of the Commonwealth.”
The Intermodal Center and Riverfront Drive were identified as priority projects
through the Attleboro Downtown Revitalization and Redevelopment Plan. The
downtown was one of six projects selected in 2010 as part of the second round of
the Patrick Administration’s Brownfields Support Team (BST) Initiative that had a
theme of supporting transit-oriented development. The project consists of eight
unique properties along the Ten Mile River that have been contaminated with
asbestos, heavy metals, PCBs, chlorinated solvents and other petroleum products due
to historical commercial and industrial uses. The Attleboro BST has secured more
than $7.3 million in funding from MassDevelopment, the Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection, the Department of Housing and Community
Development, MassDOT and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to assess the
contamination there, begin the cleanup and redevelop the parcels for new
commercial, recreational and residential uses, including the development of important
transportation-related construction for enhanced rail and bus services.
“This is a great day for Attleboro,” said State Senator Richard Ross. “I am very
pleased that this project is underway, and will soon yield a major boost economic
boost to the area in several ways.”
The MassWorks Infrastructure Program provides a one-stop shop for municipalities
and other eligible applicants seeking public infrastructure funding to support economic
development. The MassWorks Program represents six capital budget programs that
were consolidated by the Patrick Administration in 2011 and codified by the Jobs Bill
signed by Governor Patrick in August 2012. To learn more about the MassWorks
Infrastructure Program and how it is supporting job growth and long-term,
sustainable economic development, please visit: http://mass.gov/hed/massworks.
###
                        Follow us on Twitter – View our Photos – Watch our Videos
© 2014 Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Mass.Gov® is a registered service mark of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Site Policies Terms of Use Contact the Governor's Office
